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Health  Department, 
Frederic  Street, 
Hartlepool. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool  for  the  year 
1950 — my  first  full  year  of  office. 

As  the  year  marks  the  end  of  the  half-century  the  preliminary 
part  of  the  report  has  been  devoted  to  a brief  resume  of  the  improve- 
ments that  have  been  brought  about  in  the  health  of  the  people  of 
the  Borough  during  these  50  years. 

The  year  1950  was  marked  by  several  events  of  outstanding 
public  health  interest  and  importance. 

Slum  clearance  once  again  came  to  the  fore.  A Public  Enquiry 
concerning  slum  clearance  was  held  in  Hartlepool  for  the  first  time 
since  before  the  war.  If  we  are  to  improve  the  health  and  wellbeing 
of  the  people  the  clearance  of  old  and  insanitary  houses  must  be 
continued. 

Hartlepool  was  involved  in  the  poliomyelitis  epidemic  during 
the  year  when  6 cases  occurred  in  the  town.  The  influenza  epidemic 
brought  to  light  the  difficulties  with  regard  to  the  nursing  and 
hospitalisation  of  old  people  who  became  suddenly  ill. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate,  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  for  1950  show  a slight  upward  trend 
compared  with  1949  whilst  the  Birth  Rate  shows  a slight  fall. 

I should  like  to  thank  you,  Sir,  and  the  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  the  help  given  to  the  staff  in  carrying  out  the  duties 
of  the  Department. 

I should  also  like  to  thank  Mr.  Ward  and  the  other  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  without  which  little 
in  the  Department  could  have  been  accomplished. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  L.  SIDDLE. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  and  ANALYSIS  of  MORT- 
ALITY in  the  Year  1950. 


England  & Wales,  126  County  Boroughs  & Great  Towns,  and 

148  Smaller  Towns. 

Births — 

126  County  148  Smaller 

England  Borough  and  Towns  (Resident  London 

and  Great  Towns  Population  Administrative 

Wales  (including  25,000 — 50,000  County 

London)  at  1931  Census) 

Rates  per  1 ,000  Civilian  Population 

Live  Births  

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

17.8 

Still  Births  

0.37 

0.45 

0.38 

0.36 

Deaths — 

All  Causes  

11.6 

12.3 

11.6 

11.8 

Typhoid  and  Para- 
typhoid   

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis  

0.36 

0.42 

0.33 

0.39 

Influenza 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.07 

Small  pox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Pneumonia  

0.46 

0.49 

0.45 

0.48 

Notifications  (corrected) — 
Typhoid  fever  ....  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Scarlet  fever  

1.50 

1.56 

1.61 

1.23 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

3.60 

3.97 

3.15 

3.21 

Diphtheria  

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Erysipelas  

0.17 

0.19 

0.16 

0.17 

Small  pox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

8.39 

8.76 

9.36 

8.57 

Pneumonia  

0.70 

0.77 

0.61 

0.50 

Acute  Polio-myelitis — 

(including  polio-encephalitis) 

Paralytic  ....  0.13 

0.12 

0.11 

0.08 

Non-paralytic 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

Food  poisoning 

0.17 

0.16 

0.14 

0.25 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1 
year  of  age  

29.8(a) 

Rates  per 

33.8 

1,000  Live  Births 

29.4  26.3 

Enteritis  and  diar- 
rhoea under  2 years 
of  age  

1.9 

2.2 

1.6 

1.0 

Notifications — Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

(Corrected) 

Puerperal  fever  and 

Pyrexia  5.81  7.43  4.33  6.03 

(a)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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1900-1950. 

The  year  1950  brings  us  to  the  half-way  mark  in  the  20th 
century.  This  seems  a very  appropriate  time  to  make  a review 
of  the  health  trends  in  the  Borough  during  the  half-century. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  evidence  available  to  show  the  state 
of  the  town  at  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century.  The  main  source 
of  my  information  will  be  the  annual  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  during  these  years. 

Let  us  now  compare  and  contrast  the  records  of  the  early  years 
of  this  century  with  those  of  1950.  The  population  of  Hartlepool 
at  the  1901  census  was  22,723  as  compared  with  estimated  popu- 
lation of  1950  of  16,940. 

The  following  diagram  shows  how  the  population  has  changed 
with  regard  to  age  distribution. 


Borough  of  Hartlepool — 

Age  Distribution  of  Population  for  1901  and  1950. 
1901  1950 


Children  0-5 
5-20  years 
20-45  years 
45  years  and  over 
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In  1901  out  of  every  1,000  living  persons  in  Hartlepool,  157 
were  over  45  years  of  age  and  475  were  below  20  years  of  age. 
Compare  this  with  the  present  figures  of  305  over  45  years  and  345 
below  20  years  and  we  get  some  indication  of  how  the  population  is 
ageing.  If  it  were  possible  for  us  to  go  back  to  the  year  1901  the 
population  of  Hartlepool  would  appear  very  young  as  compared 
to  the  present  occupants  of  the  Borough. 

If  we  take  the  total  figures  we  find  that  in  1901  there  were  only 
13  people  over  85  years  of  age  whereas  now  we  have  41  and  for 
over  75  years  of  age  the  figure  in  1901  was  152  as  compared  with 
430  at  the  present  time. 

Another  notable  feature  about  the  population  was  in  the  sex 
distribution.  1901  showed  a preponderance  of  males  to  the  extent 
of  805  over  females.  The  present  population  shows  a surplus  of 
females  of  478. 


HOUSING. 

The  Borough  in  1901  comprised  734.5  acres  of  land  with  3,282 
houses  giving  an  average  of  4.4  houses  to  the  acre.  Since  this  time 
there  have  been  considerable  extensions  to  the  Borough  boundaries 
and  in  1950  the  Borough  covered  an  area  of  1,841  acres  with  4,736 
houses,  giving  a figure  of  2 . 5 houses  per  acre.  The  housing  density 
has  thus  been  about  halved  and  the  number  of  houses  increased 
by  about  50%. 

Overcrowding. 

Dr.  Rawlings  in  his  annual  report  for  1901  stated — “over- 
crowding still  exists  to  a very  serious  extent  in  all  parts  of  the 

Borough and  I feel  confident  that  were  500  new 

dwellinghouses  erected,  tenants  could  immediately  be  found  for 
them,  this  overcrowding  is  in  my  opinion  greatly  responsible  for 
the  very  high  death  rate  amongst  very  young  children.” 

There  is  still  quite  a degree  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough 
although  what  we  now  consider  to  be  overcrowding  was  probably 
considered  quite  satisfactory  in  the  early  part  of  the  century. 

A diagrammatic  representation  has  been  given  to  show  the 
extent  of  occupation  of  houses  in  1900  and  1950.  The  housing 
density  as  shown  has  been  about  halved  and  the  same  can 
be  said  of  the  degree  of  overcrowding.  Today  we  complain  bitterly 
of  the  overcrowding  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  housing  programme 
to  deal  with  the  problem.  The  average  number  of  persons  per 
house  is  now  only  half  what  it  was  in  1900  which  fact  causes 
those  dealing  with  the  present  problem  to  imagine  with  horror 
what  conditions  were  like  in  those  bygone  days. 
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Borough  of  Hartlepool — Diagrammatic  representation 
of  1 acre  of  land  showing  houses  and  persons  thereon 
in  1900  and  1950. 


Insanitary  Houses. 

Quoting  once  again  from  Dr.  Rawlings’  annual  report  for  1900 
— “I  have  during  the  year  closed  10  houses  but  I think  I am  not 
exaggerating  when  I say  that  I could  conscientiously  close  at  least 
150  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  if  I was  convinced  that  the 
inhabitants  thus  evicted  could  be  accommodated  elsewhere.” 

At  the  present  time  the  number  of  houses  being  condemned 
and  put  down  for  demolition  is  restricted  purely  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  alternative  accommodation.  One  can  only  hope  that 
nothing  comes  to  interrupt  the  present  slum  clearance  programme 
otherwise  similar  reports  to  that  above  might  well  be  appearing 
for  many  years  to  come. 


BIRTHS. 

Births  for  1900  were  828  which  with  the  population  of  22,723 
gives  a birth  rate  of  36.4.  The  year  1950  showed  391  births  and  a 
birth  rate  of  23.1.  Fertility  was  much  greater  in  the  early  part 
of  the  century  but  this  was  counterbalanced  by  the  very  great 
losses  of  child  life  before  the  age  of  one  year. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

In  1900,  144  children  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  1 year — 
this  is  equal  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  173  per  1,000  born  ; 
in  1950  there  were  20  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  giving  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  51  per  1,000. 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  births  in  relation  to  childhood  deaths 
diagrammatically. 


Borough  of  Hartlepool — Births  & Infantile  Deaths 
1900  and  1950. 


1900 
806  births 

144  deaths— 173/1,000 

0000000000 
0000000000 
0000000000 
0000000000 
0000000000 
0000000000 
111100 0000 
msaBBBBBBis 
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1950 

391  births 

20  deaths — 51/1,000. 

0000000000 
0000000000 
0000000000 
QB° oooooo 


O — 10  Births. 

Q — 10  children  born  who  died  before  1st  birthday. 


The  deaths  of  infants  in  1900  and  1950  were  made  up  as  under — 


1900  1950 


Measles  .... 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

....  4 

— 

Enteric  Fever  .... 

....  1 

— 

Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

....  6 

1 

excluding  phthisis  .... 

....  13 

2 

Bronchitis 

....  25 

— 

Pneumonia 

....  8 

2 

Premature  Birth 

....  29 

7 

All  other  causes 

....  57 

8 

Total 

...  144 

20 

8 


The  progress  made  over  the  past  50  years  is  well  illustrated  by 
the  figures  given  above.  The  number  of  deaths  in  1900  from 
diarrhoea  and  abdominal  tuberculosis  gives  some  idea  of  the  lack 
of  hygiene  in  bottle  feeding  of  babies.  Deaths  from  bronchitis 
and  pneumonia,  33  in  1900  as  compared  with  2 in  1950,  show  the 
effects  of  improved  living  conditions  plus  the  great  advance  in 
treatment  of  these  diseases.  1950  is  without  a doubt  a safer  world 
(for  the  baby  and  young  child)  in  which  to  live  than  it  was  in  1900. 


DEATHS. 

Figures  concerning  deaths  and  death  rates  in  1900  and  1950 
are  given  below. 


1900 

1950 

Population  .... 

22,723 

16,940 

Total  deaths  ... 

424 

231 

Crude  death  rate 

16.3 

14.5 

Deaths  from  T.B 

54 

16 

Deaths  of  children 
under  1 year 

144 

20 

An  analysis  of  the  deaths  in  1900  showed  that  out  of  424 
deaths  211  were  of  children  under  5 years  of  age.  This  loss  of 
infant  life  was  one  of  the  main  factors  causing  the  death  rate  to  be 
so  much  higher  than  at  the  present  time.  The  diseases  responsible 
for  the  bulk  of  the  deaths  have  shown  a remarkable  change. 


The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  early  days  of  the  century  were, 
in  order  of  importance,  chest  complaints  (bronchitis  and  pneumonia) 
tuberculosis  and  heart  disease  with  cancer  very  low,  being  only 
responsible  for  4.24%  of  the  total. 


Today  we  find  heart  and  vascular  diseases  leading  the  field 
with  cancer  second,  chest  complaints  and  tuberculosis  following  in 
this  order. 


One  can  explain  these  changes  in  many  ways  but  the  most 
important  factors  causing  the  reduction  in  deaths  from  chest  disease 
have  been  the  improvement  in  living  conditions  and  nutrition  of 
the  population.  In  latter  years  we  must  of  course  give  modern 
chemo-therapy  a place  amongst  these  responsible  factors.  The 
improvement  in  the  diagnosis  of  cancer  has  no  doubt  increased  the 
number  of  cases  which  have  been  diagnosed  as  such  but  the  main 
reason  for  the  increase  in  both  deaths  from  cancer  and  from  heart 
disease  is  no  doubt  the  increasing  longevity  of  the  population. 
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Borough  of  Hartlepool. 

Table  to  show  causes  of  death  during  the  year 
1950  together  with  percentage  of  the  total  for  the 
4 main  causes — figures  for  1900  are  given  for 
comparison. 

1900  1950 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Total 

deaths 

% of  total 
of  main 

causes  of 

death 

Total 

deaths 

% of  total 
of  main 

causes  of 
death 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

28  | 

12.7% 

11  l 

6.5% 

Tuberculosis,  other 

26  J 

5 i 

Syphilitic  disease  . . 

2 

Diphtheria.  . 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

8 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

3 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

Measles 

1 

1 

Other  infective  & parasitic  diseases 

6 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . 

l 

[ 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

18  1 

4.24% 

49  f 

20.16% 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

) 

) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

3 

Diabetes 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

\ 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

[ 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

43  1 

10.14% 

85  r 

35% 

Other  circulatory  disease 

) 

J 

Influenza 

8 

10 

Pneumonia 

32  \ 

20.5% 

14 1 

10.3% 

Bronchitis 

55  J 

11/ 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system . . 

4 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

13 

3 

Nephritis  & nephrosis 

— 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

2 

Other  defined  & ill-defined  diseases 

29 

28 

# 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

2 

All  other  accidents 

16 

6 

Suicide 

4 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

131 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

This  disease,  still  so  important  in  our  lives,  requires  special 
mention  in  this  review  of  50  years  progress. 

In  1900  Dr.  Rawlings  states — “28  deaths  occurred  from  phthisis 
and  26  from  other  tubercular  diseases  making  a total  of  54  against 
a total  of  50  during  the  year  1899.  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
mortality  of  these  diseases  is  largely  increased  by  the  very  great 
overcrowding  which  now  extensively  prevails  in  the  Borough”  and 
again  in  1902 — “31  deaths  occurred  from  phthisis,  against  27  for 
1901  ; and  33  from  other  tuberculous  diseases  against  29  for  1901 
and  I do  not  see  much  chance  of  any  permanent  decrease  from 
these  diseases  until  a large  number  of  insanitary  dwellings  are  either 
closed  or  else  so  structurally  altered  as  to  render  them  fit  to  be 
healthy  human  habitations.” 

Great  steps  have  been  made  with  regard  to  this  disease  since 
1900,  as  can  well  be  seen  by  comparing  the  figures  for  the  years 
1900  and  1950. 


Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Other  T.B. 

1900  28  26 

1950  11  5 

No  figures  are  available  for  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
in  the  Borough  in  these  former  days  but  when  we  consider  that  now 
we  have  32  new  cases  in  the  year  with  16  deaths  what  a terrific 
number  of  cases  must  have  existed  in  those  days  to  produce  54 
deaths. 

However,  in  spite  of  the  improvement  it  does  seem  unsatis- 
factory that  today  it  is  still  possible  to  state  that  the  number  of 
cases  in  the  Borough  will  not  show  any  great  improvement  until 
the  overcrowding  is  still  further  reduced  and  the  sanitary  conditions 
are  improved.  This  is  exactly  what  Dr.  Rawlings  was  saying  in 
1900. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Little  need  be  said  to  show  the  vast  improvement  with  regard 
to  the  Infectious  Diseases.  The  table  below  which  gives  the  cases 
and  deaths  in  1903  and  1950  suffices  to  show  how  far  we  have 
succeeded  in  overcoming  these  diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notifications  and  Deaths 
for  the  years  1903  and  1950. 


1903  1950 


Disease 

, Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Smallpox  

12 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

11 

3 

6 

0 

Erypelas... 

9 

1 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

86 

1 

9 

0 

Enteric  Fever  

3 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Chicken-pox 

29 

0 

Not  known 

0 

Measles 

Not  known 

7 

380 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

1 

7 

0 

Bronchitis 

11 

34 

Not  known 

0 

Pneumonia 

11 

19 

2 

2 

12 


Diagrams  showing  the  changes  from  1900  to  1950 
in  the  important  statistics. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE. 
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THE  YEAR  1950. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION. 


Area  (Acres)  .... 

1,841 

Population  (Census  1931) 

20,545 

Population  (estimated  mid  1950) 

16,940 

Rateable  Value  ....  

£80,045 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  

....  £298  13  7d. 

Total  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  at  31.12.50 

4,790 

Number  of  new  houses  completed  in  1950  .... 

125 

POPULATION. 

Let  us  consider  some  of  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1950. 
Its  population  is  estimated  at  16,940  for  mid  1950  as  against 
16,900  for  mid  1949.  This  shows  a slight  increase  over  the 
estimate  for  the  previous  year. 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Population  by  1951  Census 


Registrar  General's 
Estimated  Population 

17,870 

15,530 

15,280 

14,840 

14,510 

14,740 

14,950 

15,780 

16,020 

16,660 

16,900 

16,940 

17,217 


As  is  seen  from  the  table  the  present  population  is  below  pre- 
war level  and  is  showing  a very  slight  increase  over  the  post-war 
level. 
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BIRTHS. 

Births  in  the  Borough  during  1950  numbered  391  and  were 
born  of  approximately  3,500  women  of  child-bearing  age.  The 
birth  rate  for  the  year  is  23.1  births  per  1,000  population.  This 
shows  a continuation  of  the  decline  which  has  been  in  progress  for 
the  past  4 years. 


The  total  births  for  1950  were  made  up  as  shown  below. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births — 

Legitimate  .... 

194 

186 

380 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

11 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate 

DEATHS. 

There  were  243  deaths  recorded  amongst  the  population  of  the 
Borough  during  1950,  this  was  made  up  of  128  males  and  115 
females.  The  crude  death  rate  for  the  year  is  14.3. 

The  figures  for  1949  were  231  deaths  with  a crude  death  rate  of 

13.9. 

Cancer,  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels,  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia  and  Tuberculosis  continue  to  be  the  main  causes  of 
death  accounting  for  72.6%  of  the  total  deaths  in  the  Borough. 
Tuberculosis  shows  an  unfortunate  increase  contrary  to  the  general 
trend  in  the  country.  Influenza  accounted  for  10  deaths  as  against 
the  previous  year’s  figure  of  1 . These  deaths  took  place  during  the 
influenza  epidemic  at  the  end  of  1950.  The  proportion  of  deaths 
due  to  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  continues  to  fall,  due,  I think, 
mainly  to  the  new  treatment  available  for  these  conditions. 
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Borough  of  Hartlepool. 

Table  to  show  causes  of  death  during  the  year  1950  together 
with  percentage  of  the  total  for  the  4 main  causes — figures 
for  1949  are  given  for  comparison. 

1950  1949 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M 

F 

% of  total 
of  main 

causes  of 

death 

M 

F 

% of  total 
of  main 

causes  of 

death 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . . 

5 

6l 

6.5% 

5 

4] 

1 

4.3% 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

2 

3 J 

% 

1 

— J 

f 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

■ — 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

5 

5 

5 

\ 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

20.16% 

— 

3 

17.3% 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

— 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplams 

17 

10 

17 

8 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

3 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 1 

9 

9 

14 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

10 

11 

— 

— 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

1 

5 • 

35% 

— 

— 

39% 

Other  heart  disease 

13 

13 

30 

25 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

5 

7 

7 

Inflenza 

4 

6 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

7 

7l 

10.3% 

4 

61 

L 

12% 

Bronchitis 

6 

5 J 

9 

9 J 

r 

Other  diseases  of  resp.  system 

— 

1 

— 

14 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

2 

1 

2 

— 

Nehpritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . . 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

6 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

15 

13 

11 

7 

Motor  vehicles  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

— 

All  other  accidents 

5 

1 

3 

3 

Suicide 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  in  Relation  to  Age  in  Hartlepool, 

1950. 


DISEASE 

Under 

1 wk. 

1-2 

wks 

2-3 

wks 

3-4 

wks 

Total 

under 

4 wks. 

1 mth. 

& under 

3 mths. 

3-6 

m’s. 

6-9 

m’s. 

9-12 

m’s. 

Total 

Prematurity  

.7 

7 

7 

Atelectasis  

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Septicaemia  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Intra-Cranial  injury 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

T ubercular  Meningitis  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Gastro-Enteritis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates  since  1940  with  the 
corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  given 
for  comparison. 


Years 

Hartlepool 

England 
& Wales 

1941 

68.0 

59 

1942 

143.3 

49 

1943 

91.5 

49 

1944 

70.9 

46 

1945 

52.7 

46 

1946 

51.6 

43 

1947 

66.5 

41 

1948 

33.2 

34 

1949 

34.7 

32 

1950 

51.0 

29.8 

As  pointed  out  in  the  annual  report  for  1949  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  gives  some  indication  of  the  standard  of  social  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  community  in  that  area.  Deaths  of 
children  over  1 month  and  under  1 year  are  considered  to  be 
closely  related  to  environment  conditions  and  it  is  in  this  group 
that  there  has  been  a considerable  rise  in  1950  over  the  previous  year, 
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In  the  Borough  during  1950,  13  infants  did  not  survive  beyond 
1 month  of  their  biithday  out  of  a total  of  20  who  died  in  the  first 
year  of  life.  The  causes  of  death  are  shown  in  attached  table.  It 
is  in  the  group  1 to  12  months  of  age  that  we  can  do  most  to  prevent 
infant  deaths  and  in  fact,  most  of  the  deaths  in  this  group  are 
preventable.  If  we  continue  to  strive  against  bad  housing  con- 
ditions, overcrowding  and  defective  sanitation  linked  with  maternal 
ignorance  and  neglect  then  we  shall  slowly  reduce  and  finally 
eliminate  deaths  amongst  infants  in  this  group. 

The  unfortunate  rise  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  for  1950 
indicates  that  our  efforts  must  be  increased  with  regard  to  slum 
clearance,  housing  improvement  and  health  education  of  mothers. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  was  once  again  no  deaths  of  mothers  in  connection  with 
childbirth  during  the  year — this  maintains  the  good  record  which 
for  the  past  4 years  has  shown  no  deaths. 


CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications  of  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  and  also  the  number  of  deaths  for  1950  and 
for  1949. 


Borough  of  Hartlepool— Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


1950 

19 

49 

Disease 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

6 

— 

14 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

— 

19 

— 

Measles 

380 

1 

42 

— 

Polio-Encephalitis  

Pneumonia  (Primary  & 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Influenzal) 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

— 

2 

— 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic 

5 

1 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

4 

3 

— 

— 

Sonne  Dysentery 

5 

— 

— 

— 
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The  age-group  distribution  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
for  the  year  1950  : — 


DISEASE 

Under 

year 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65 

& 

over 

Total 

Diphtheria 

— 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

1 

> 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Measles 

13 

55 

67 

79 

67 

96 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

380 

Poliomyelitis — 
Paralytic 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Poliomyelitis — 
Non-Paralytic 

— 

1 

i 

Pneumonia 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

i 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

3 

7 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Sonne  Dysentery 

— 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  notifiable  diseases  which  require  to  be  notified  to  the 
M.O.H.  of  districts  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
are  Smallpox,  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Membraneous  Croup,  Erysipelas, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Typhus,  Typhoid  and  Enteric  or  Relapsing  Fever. 

Apart  from  these  notifiable  diseases  there  are  others  which  are 
required  to  be  notified  by  various  orders  or  regulations.  These 
include  Plague,  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
Tuberculosis,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Encephalitis  Lethargica, 
Malaria,  Dysentery,  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  medical  practitioners 
are  required  to  notify  cases  of  food  poisoning. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough.  Advances  with  regard  to  immunisation  against  the  disease 
have  been  made  recently.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  shortly  a vaccine 
of  proved  value  will  be  available  for  use  on  the  same  scale  as  that 
used  for  diphtheria. 


Poliomyelitis. 

Hartlepool  was  involved  in  the  Poliomyelitis  epidemic  which 
affected  England  and  Wales  during  the  year.  Fortunately  the 
number  of  cases  in  Hartlepool  was  low — there  were  6 cases  one  of 
whom  died.  The  lack  of  definite  knowledge  of  methods  of  spread 
of  this  disease  makes  it  difficult  to  carry  out  preventive  measures. 
In  each  case  full  enquiries  were  carried  out  and  all  the  recommended 
steps  taken  with  a view  to  prevention  of  spread. 


Diphtheria. 

In  the  Borough  during  the  past  12  months  there  have  been 
6 cases  and  no  deaths.  Of  these  6 cases  5 had  not  been  immunised. 


Immunisation  Figures  for  the  year  1950. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1950,  37%  of  pre-school  children  and  64% 
of  children  of  school  age  had  been  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 
The  figure  for  schoolchildren  is  an  improvement  on  that  of  previous 
years  but  pre-school  children  are  still  not  adequately  protected. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  9 cases  of  this  disease  in  1950  compared  with  19 
in  1949.  There  were  no  deaths.  Out  of  the  9 cases  8 were  under 
15  years  of  age. 


Measles. 

Measles  is  an  infection  to  which  almost  everyone  succumbs, 
usually  in  childhood.  Outbreaks  of  the  disease  usually  have  a 
2-year  periodicity  which  is  shown  in  the  figures  for  the  past  3 years 
i.e.  1948 — 426  cases  ; 1949 — 42  cases  ; and  1950 — 380  cases. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  figures  for  this  disease  for  1950  are  37  new  cases  and  16 
deaths.  The  notifications  are  higher  than  at  any  time  since  before 
the  last  war  but  are  raised  somewhat  through  the  addition  to  the 
register  of  names  which  had  been  missed  during  the  past  few  years. 
In  actual  fact,  excluding  these  cases  the  figure  would  be  32,  a 
figure  which  has  only  twice  been  higher  since  1940.  The  deaths 
show  a rise  over  1949,  being  16  as  compared  with  11.  These  figures 
are  quite  out  of  keeping  with  the  figures  given  for  England  and 
Wales  which  show  a considerable  fall  in  deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

I feel  that  the  figures  must  make  us  strive  even  harder  to  get 
rid  of  slum  dwellings,  to  improve  living  conditions  and  also  to 
press  for  a more  active  outlook  towards  prevention  of  the  disease 
rather  than  following  the  present  trend  of  encouraging  and 
expanding  curative  measures.  The  gap  between  the  preventive  and 
curative  sides  in  connection  with  tuberculosis  seems  to  be  growing 
wider  and  with  the  present  outlook  I can  see  little  improvement 
for  the  future. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
HARTLEPOOL. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Infectious  diseases  cases  are  admitted  to  Brierton  Lane 
Hospital,  West  Hartlepool. 


Tuberculosis. 

Chest  Clinics,  Institutional  Treatment  and  Mass  Radio- 
graphy are  the  responsibility  of  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  The  Chest  Clinic  for  Hartlepool  residents  is  held 
at  Brierton  Lane  on  Monday  of  each  week. 

General  Hospitals. 

Hartlepools  Hospital ; General  Hospital,  West  Hartlepool  ; 
Cameron  Hospital,  West  Hartlepool. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

District  Nursing  is  the  responsibility  of  Durham  County  Council. 
There  are  2 district  nurses  : — Nurse  Carter,  22  Hepscott  Avenue, 
Blackhall  and  Nurse  Hart,  7 North  Drive,  West  Hartlepool, 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Durham  County  Council  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as 
under  : 

Frederic  Street  Clinic — every  Tuesday  9.30  a.m.  to  11.30  a.m.  & 
1.30  to  4.0  p.m. 

West  View  Clinic  — every  Thursday  1.30  p.m.  to  4.0.  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

These  Clinics  are  run  by  the  Durham  County  Council  through 
the  general  practitioners  and  are  held  at  Frederic  Street  and  West 
View. 

Birth  Control  Clinics. 

Durham  County  Council  run  a Birth  Control  Clinic  which  is 
held  at  Frederic  Street  Clinic  twice  a month. 

Minor  Ailment  School  Clinic. 

The  Durham  County  Council  run  a school  Clinic  on  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  at  Frederic  Street. 

Venereal  Disease. 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  Mill  House  Dispensary,  Stranton,  West 
Hartlepool  as  follows  : — 

Males  : Thursdays  at  5-30  p.m. 

Females  : Wednesdays  at  2 p.m. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1950. 


Health  Department , 
Frederic  Street, 

Hartlepool. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  work  of  my  Department  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 

In  presenting  for  your  consideration  the  following  report  on 
the  work  of  my  Department  for  the  year  1950,  statistical  tables 
have  been  kept  to  a minimum  consistent  with  the  requirements  of 
the  various  interested  Ministries.  One  point  worthy  of  special 
interest  is  that  for  the  first  time  for  a number  of  years  legislation, 
in  the  form  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  has 
placed  additional  duties  on  local  authorities  instead  of  taking  them 
away. 

It  was  possible  during  the  year  to  devote  more  time  to  topics, 
other  than  property  repairs,  as  detailed  in  the  report,  but  slum 
clearance  and  maintenance  of  worn-out  and  sub-standard  houses 
will  be  the  main  concern  for  years  to  come. 

The  year  1950  represents  the  halfway  mark  of  the  century  and 
in  a perusal  of  annual  reports  from  the  year  1900  there  is  always 
adverse  comment  on  the  housing  conditions  in  the  town  in  respect 
of  bad  overcrowding,  the  state  of  the  property  itself  and  the  demand 
for  new  houses.  Now  that  the  Council  have  embarked  on  a major 
slum  clearance  programme  it  is,  perhaps,  not  too  much  to  hope 
that  in  the  next  twenty-five  years  a new  town  will  have  come  out 
of  the  ruins  of  the  old  for  Hartlepool  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the 
few  towns  where  the  full  implication  of  the  proposed  Town  Plan 
will  result  in  a completely  new  town. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  A.  WARD, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

A total  of  544  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  1235 
re-inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  properties  under  notice.  317 
informal  notices  were  served  affecting  346  houses  with  regard  to 
nuisances  existing  thereon  and  the  terms  of  254  such  notices 
affecting  275  houses  were  complied  with.  Upon  the  instructions 
of  the  Committee,  18  Statutory  Notices  were  served  in  the  year 
with  respect  to  18  houses  and  9 such  notices  were  complied  with  in 
respect  of  9 houses. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  2 Statutory  Notices,  not  fully  complied 
with,  were  abated  on  default  of  the  owner  to  2 houses  and  the  necessary 
action  taken  to  recover  the  expenses  incurred  which  amounted  to 
a total  of  £10  17s.  Od.  It  did  not  prove  necessary  to  take  pro- 
ceedings to  recover  expenditure  incurred. 

To  summarise,  a total  of  335  notices  were  served  in  respect  of 
364  houses  and  263  such  notices  were  complied  with  to  284  houses. 

Work  under  this  head  showed  a very  considerable  increase  on 
the  previous  year  due  to  gales  and  exceptionally  heavy  and  prolonged 
rain  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year  ; this  is  exemplified  by  the 
fact  that  complaints  investigated  were  more  than  double  those  for 
1949  and  informal  notices  served  were  up  by  more  than  100.  A 
good  proportion  of  complaints  investigated  were  due  to  a desire 
to  further  an  application  for  a new  house.  For  reasons  stressed 
in  previous  years  only  bare  essentials  of  repairs  are  being  carried  out. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Dwellinghouses . 

Inspection 

Re-inspections 

Total 

Notifiable  diseases  .... 

18 

— 

18 

Other  Diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Verminous  Premises 

11 

2 

13 

Dirty  Premises  

12 

10 

22 

Overcrowded  condition 

— 

— 

— 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  & Public  Health  Acts 

546 

1285 

1831 

Water  Supply 

4 

6 

10 

Animals,  etc.  kept  .... 

12 

8 

20 

Supervision  of  removals 

218 

— 

218 

Rat  infested  premises 

20 

8 

28 

Other  Premises. 

Offensive  trades  

26 

1 

27 

Marine  Stores  

4 

2 

6 

Accumulation  of  rubbish 

5 

15 

20 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  56 

5 

61 

Factories  with  no  mechanical 

power  10 

10 

20 

25 


Inspection  Re-inspections  Total 


Workplaces  .... 

11 

1 

12 

Licensed  Premises  .... 

22 

16 

38 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Premises. 

Meat  Shops  

21 

10 

31 

Provision  Shops  

79 

2 

81 

Fish  Shops — wet  

2 

2 

4 

Fish  Shops — fried  

11 

5 

16 

Milk  Shops  and  Dairies 

5 

— 

5 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

28 

5 

33 

Bake-houses  .... 

23 

6 

29 

Ice  Cream  Premises  .... 

50 

8 

58 

Miscellaneous — Action  taken. 

No.  of  complaints  investigated  during  year 

486 

Informal  notices  served 

317 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

254 

Second  or  reminder  notices  sent  ... 

271 

Nuisances  abated  without  service  of  written  notice 

15 

Statutory  notices  served  

18 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ... 

9 

Notices  abated  on  default  of  owner 

2 

Warning  letters  sent  

4 

Interviews  with  owners  

21 

Interviews  with  builders  

9 

Sanitary  Improvements  and  repairs  effected 

: — 

By  owner  Council  on 
No  Notice  under  notice  default  of 


Houses. 

Repaired  and  made  fit 

13 

284 

Owner 

2 

Roofs  repaired  

— 

69 

2 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated  etc. 

— 

16 

1 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

— 

25 

3 

Windows  repaired  and  sashcords 
renewed  .... 

32 

1 

Pantry  repaired  or  provided 

— 

4 

— 

Staircases  repaired  (internal  and 
external) 

_ 

10 

_ 

Doors  rehung  or  repaired  .... 

— 

35 

-r- 

Fireplaces,  ranges  repaired, 
re-set,  renewed  

19 

Chimneys  or  stacks  repaired 

2 

20 

— 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed 

— 

— 

— 

26 


By  owner  Council  on 
No  Notice  under  notice  default  of 

owner. 


Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed 
Water  supply  provided  inside 

— 

15 

1 

houses  

— 

— 

— 

Wash  coppers  repaired  or  provided 

— 

17 

— 

Pumps  repaired 

— 

3 

— 

Walls  pointed 

— 

13 

— 

Outbuildings  repaired 

Eaves  and  downspouts  repaired  or 

— 

8 

— 

renewed  .... 

— 

39 

— 

Dangerous  walls  repaired  .... 

— 

9 

— 

Yard  paving  repaired 

— 

7 

— 

Water  services  repaired 

5 

20 

— 

Dust  bins  provided  .... 

— 

18 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept  .... 

4 

— 

— 

Accumulation  of  rubbish  .... 

1 

4 

— 

Verminous,  etc.  Premises. 


Dirty  houses  cleansed 

5 

— 

— 

Verminous  houses — bugs 

— 

22 

— 

Verminous  houses — other  vermin 

41 

— 

— 

Bedding  etc.  disinfected^flots) 

13 

— 

— 

Bedding  etc.  destroyed  (lots) 

64 

— 

— 

Drainage. 


Obstructed  drains  cleansed  .... 

5 

45 

1 

New  gully s fixed  in  yards  .... 

1 

3 

1 

Drains  repaired  and  reconstructed 

— 

11 

1 

Inspection  chambers  built  .... 

— 

1 

— 

W.C.  basins  renewed 

— 

14 

1 

W.C.  pedestal  basins  in  lieu  of  old 

type  ...  

— 

5 

— 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 

— 

30 

1 

W.C.  compartments  cleansed 

— 

1 

— 

W.C.  compartments  repaired 

— 

15 

2 

Derelict  Property. 

During  the  year  the  Council  directed  that  formal  action  should 
be  taken  under  sec.  58  of  the  Act  in  respect  of  two  blocks  of  derelict 
house  property  in  two  streets  of  the  town,  one  block  containing  19 
houses  and  the  other  5 houses.  In  both  cases  the  owner  chose  to 
carry  out  demolition  but  as  demolition  was  not  completed  or  the 
site  cleared  successful  proceedings  were  instituted  and  the  owner 
fined.  The  Council  are  having  to  complete  demolition  and  clear 
the  sites  on  default. 
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In  addition,  formal  action  secured  the  demolition  of  a further 
8 blocks  of  property  containing  47  houses.  There  is  a good  market 
for  all  salvageable  building  materials  but  some  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  clearing  the  site  of  unwanted  rubble  and  in  3 further 
cases  where  demolition  of  9 houses  had  been  agreed  upon  between 
owners  and  contractors  it  has  been  necessary  to  serve  statutory 
notices  under  sec.  93  of  the  Act  to  abate  the  nuisances  caused. 

All  told,  80  houses  had  been  or  were  in  the  course  of  demolition 
at  the  year  end  ; all  were  hopelessly  unfit  for  habitation. 

Vermin  Infestation. 

There  has  been  no  variation  in  the  methods  used  from  previous 
years,  i.e.  liquid  and  powder  insecticides. 

Bug  infested  houses  dealt  with  numbered  22,  a number  of 
which  were  properties  vacated  by  successful  applicants  for  new 
houses.  Of  6 Council  properties  infested  5 were  old  leasehold 
houses  ; only  1 infestation  occurred  in  a new  house  and  was  due  to 
an  infested  second-hand  cot  and  was  immediately  reported  by  the 
tenant. 

The  furniture  and  effects  of  218  tenants  was  inspected  and 
disinfested  as  necessary  prior  to  rehousing  taking  place  and  10 
properties  thus  rendered  vacant  were  disinfested  prior  to  reletting. 

Furniture  and  bedding  not  capable  of  being  cleansed  satis- 
factorily is  removed  and  destroyed  ; this  action  was  carried  out  in 
64  cases. 

A total  of  63  houses  were  treated  during  the  year  for  vermin 
infestation  as  below. 

Bug  infested  22  Crickets  — 

Black  beetles  35  Wood  boring  beetles  4 

Fleas  2 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

During  the  year  Tees-side  Authorities  that  had  formed  them- 
selves into  a Standing  Committee  of  Tees-side  Local  Authorities 
on  Atmospheric  Pollution  agreed  that  it  should  become  a com- 
mittee within  the  North  East  Divisional  Council  of  the  National 
Smoke  Abatement  Society,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 

The  Tees-side  Committee  has  met  frequently  and  apart  from 
visits  of  educational  interest  to  industries  in  the  area  have  given 
active  consideration  to  problems  of  pollution  in  the  neighbourhood 
and  appointed  deputations  to  confer  with  the  following  bodies  to 
discuss  particular  forms  of  pollution  and  possible  remedial  action. 

Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive — smoke  nuisance 
from  tugs  and  coal  dust  nuisance  from  ships  coaling. 
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British  Railways  Executive — smoke  nuisance  from  engines 
and  particularly  loco  sheds. 

Dorman  Long  & Co.  Ltd.  — industrial  pollution. 


Deposit  Gauges. 

After  the  inspection  of  the  proposed  sites  by  a member  of  the 
Fuel  Research  Station  it  was  decided  to  instal  only  2 standard 
deposit  gauges  against  the  3 agreed  to  the  previous  year.  Owing 
to  unforeseen  delay  in  the  delivery  of  equipment  these  gauges  were 
not  put  into  operation  until  October,  1950,  and  the  following  table 
shows  the  results  obtained  to  the  year  end  ; it  is  as  yet  too  early  to 
pass  any  comment  thereon. 


Gr; 

ay  Squ£ 

ire 

New 

Cemet 

ery 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Aver. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Aver. 

pH  value 

6.8 

5.5 

6.0 

18.3 

6.1 

6.2 

5.1 

6.0 

17.3 

5.7 

Rainfall 
Amount  (ins.) 

0.87 

6.01 

2.39 

9.27 

3.09 

0.95 

5.75 

2.25 

8.95 

2.98 

♦Suspended 

Solid 

11.50 

13.91 

13.34 

38.75 

12.91 

4.30 

4.33 

2.97 

11.60 

3.86 

♦Dissolved 

Solid 

10.34 

26.69 

33.10 

73.13 

24.37 

4.29 

17.30 

12.34 

33.93 

11.31 

Total  Solids 

21.84 

43.60 

46.44 

111.88 

37.29 

8.59 

21.63 

15.31 

45.53 

15.17 

♦Tons  per  square  mile. 


The  Gray  Square  gauge  is  sited  in  the  midst  of  Urban  develop- 
ment and  is  subject  to  industrial  pollution  which  will  vary  according 
to  wind  direction.  The  New  Cemetery  gauge  is  sited  in  open 
country  which  is  rapidly  being  built  on.  The  following  table  gives 
comparative  wind  records  for  the  above  period. 
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Wind  Direction — Hours  per  Month. 


N 

NE 

E 

SE 

S 

sw 

W 

NW 

Calm 

No 

record 

October 

22.5 

69.5 

13.5 

74 

174.5 

330 

4 

45 

7 

4 

November 

52.5 

83.0 

2 

53 

77.5 

272.5 

27.5 

121 

9 

22 

December 

5 

87 

9 

62.5 

81.5 

184 

63 

225 

19 

8 

Total  hours 

80 

239.5 

24.5 

189.5 

333.5 

786.5 

94.5 

407.5 

35 

34 

0/ 

/o 

3.6 

9.2 

1.1 

8.5 

15.1 

35.6 

4.2 

18.8 

1.5 

1.5 

Average 

M ntl  fb  1 \r 

26.6 

79.8 

8.2 

63.2 

111.2 

262.2 

31.5 

135.8 

1 1.6 

11.3 

iviuii  Liny 

0/ 

/o 

3.6 

11.3 

i.i 

8.7 

15.5 

36.4 

4.3 

18.8 

1.6 

1.5 

Insufficient  observations  have  yet  been  obtained  to  draw 
any  conclusions  but  it  will  be  observed  that  the  total  deposited 
matter  shows  a great  increase  in  the  Gray  Square  gauge  with  a W 
to  NW  wind. 

Dust  Nuisances. 

One  smoke  nuisance  was  abated  during  the  year  by  the  fitting 
of  automatic  stokers  to  all  boilers  supplying  steam  for  an  industrial 
firm. 

By  the  year  end  considerable  progress  had  been  made  in  the 
erection  of  the  flue  gas  washing  towers  and  electric  filters  at  the 
works  of  British  Periclase  Co.  Ltd.  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will 
be  in  operation  in  the  new  year. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Premises — Fish  Curing  7 ; Miscellaneous  2. 

Two  establishments  carrying  on  the  trade  of  fish  curers  had 
their  annual  licences  renewed  for  a further  period  of  twelve  months. 

Arrangments  for  the  collection  of  fish  offal  from  curing  houses, 
fried  and  wet  fish  shops,  failed  during  the  year  owing  to  lack  of 
support  from  the  trade.  Alternative  arrangements  were  made  for 
those  trades  who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  them. 

Informal  action,  indicated  below,  had  to  be  taken  on  occasions 
to  abate  nuisances  : — 

Limewash — 2, 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  town  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Hartlepool  Gas  and 
Water  Co.  Ltd.,  from  boreholes  situated  at  two  places  within  the 
district  of  the  County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool.  There  is  no 
information  to  show  that  the  supply  has  been  insufficient  in  quantity 
during  the  year. 

The  supply  has  been  found  to  be  at  all  times  pure  and  wholesome 
though  of  outstanding  hardness. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  houses  in  an  area  taken  over  in 
boundary  extensions  in  1936  all  the  houses  in  the  town  are  supplied 
from  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses. 

Report  on  water  sample  from  supply  : — 

Parts  per  100,000 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

13.7250 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

.1340 

Ammonia  

.0033 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

.0008 

Oxygen  Absorption  

.0388 

Injurious  Metals  

None 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  @ 100  ( 

>0.” 

96.0000 

pH  value  of  Sample  

Temporary  Hardness  .... 
Permanent  Hardness  .... 

25 . 8 Degrees 
5.2  „ 

7.4 

Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale 

0 

Appearance  of  Sample  in  2 foot  tube 

Clear 

Odour  when  heated  to  50  °C. 

None 

Microscopical  Examination 

Satisfactory. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

@ 37  °C.  after  72  hours  0 per  ml. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

@ 20-22  °C.  after  72  hours  ....  1 in  2 ml. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  at  37  °C.  after 

72  hours  Negative  in  100  ml. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @ 45  °C.  in 

40  ml.  Negative. 
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Observations. 

The  results  of  the  chemical  analysis  show  that  the  sample  is 
free  from  nitrogenous  constituents  which  might  be  associated  with 
sewage,  or  drainage  connected  with  sewage,  and  the  bacteriological 
examination  indicates  a high  order  of  purity  in  this  direction. 

The  sample  is  of  good  and  wholesome  quality  for  human 
consumption. 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1936-1949. 

Ministry  of  Health  confirmation  was  received  early  in  the  year 
in  respect  of  three  clearance  orders  affecting  21  houses  outstanding 
from  1939.  All  but  2 tenants  had  been  rehoused  by  the  year  end, 
one  area  demolished  and  another  one  partly  demolished. 

Following  an  Enquiry  the  Minister  of  Health  confirmed  the 
Council’s  proposals  in  respect  of  5 compulsory  purchase  orders  and 
deferred  confirmation  of  a further  area  pending  further  discussions 
with  the  Ministry  of  Town  and  Country  Planning,  and  other 
interested  parties,  in  respect  of  a house  in  the  area  scheduled  as  a 
building  of  architectural  interest. 

The  Council  approved  proposals  for  a slum  clearance  programme 
for  the  next  5 years  involving  486  houses,  in  7 areas,  as  areas  where 
development  will  take  place  ; this  information  was  required  by  the 
County  Council  as  planning  authority.  The  amount  of  slum 
clearance  which  can  be  carried  out  in  this  period  is  dependent  on 
the  number  of  new  houses  that  can  be  built  and  the  rehousing  of 
doubled  up  families.  By  and  large  these  areas  are  adjoining 
derelict  sites  which,  unless  acquired  by  the  Council,  could  not  by 
themselves  be  redeveloped. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

During  the  year  8 closing  orders  and  2 demolition  orders  were 
made  and  7 families  of  32  persons  were  rehoused. 

In  addition  to  the  making  of  formal  closing  orders  informal 
action  secured  the  voluntary  closure  of  4 houses  and  the  rehousing 
of  12  persons  ; the  House  Management  Committee  rehouse  on  my 
certificate  as  to  the  insanitary  conditions  of  the  house  and  on  a 
written  undertaking  from  the  owner  not  to  re-let. 

Overcrowding. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  an  accurate  picture  of  the  present 
overcrowding  position  without  carrying  out  a fresh  survey.  To 
obtain  a true  picture  of  the  Council’s  housing  requirements  in  relation 
to  slum  clearance  it  is  becoming  apparent  that  such  a survey  will 
have  to  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future  ; it  is  not  expedient  or 
economical  to  rehouse  overcrowded  families,  at  present  resident  in 
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properties  that  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  early  part  of  the  slum 
clearance  programme,  for  the  houses  thus  vacated  to  be  re-let  and 
then  for  a second  lot  of  alternative  accommodation,  presumably 
another  new  house,  to  be  provided. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1 .  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year  : — 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  546 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  1831 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  in  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations, 

1925  & 1932  35 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  105 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  35 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  to  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  346 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Authority  or 
their  officers  275 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1 ) Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs 12 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  5 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  2 

B — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  2 
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(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  2 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  — 


C — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demo- 
lition Orders  were  made  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  2 


D — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ....  8 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ....  — 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a) (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  Not  known 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  Not  known 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  Not  known 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  — 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  — 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  such  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local  auth- 
ority have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over- 
crowding (abated  after  informal  action  had  been 

taken)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  in  respect  of  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ....  ....  ....  — 


(It  is  not  possible  to  give  an  accurate  picture  of  the  present 
overcrowding  position  without  carrying  out  a fresh  survey). 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1937. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

21  inspections  of  meat  and  other  foods  were  carried  out  during 
the  year,  and  weight  of  food  condemned  amounted  to  7 cwt.  5 st. 
13  lbs.  The  weight  of  food  condemned  showed  a decrease  over  the 
previous  year,  no  doubt  due  to  the  end  of  points  rationing. 


Food  condemned  : — 

Miscellaneous  canned  goods 13  st. 

Fish  30  st. 

Meat  — 

Miscellaneous  goods  13  lbs. 

Bacon  18  st. 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  town  and  centralised 
slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the  adjoining  town  of  West  Hartlepool. 

Public  Health  (Meat  Regulations),  1924. 

Number  of  retail  butchers  shops  at  year  end — 18. 

All  the  butchers’  shops  in  the  town  continue  to  be  well  main- 
tained though  lack  of  accommodation  is  a handicap  in  a number  of 
cases.  The  majority  of  shops  are  provided  with  refrigerators — an 
essential  requirement  in  all  such  shops. 

One  shop  was  closed  down  during  the  year. 

Action  was  taken  in  respect  of  9 shops  to  secure  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  sec.  13  of  the  Act  ; 3 notices  were  complied 
with  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Persons  and  premises  registered  under  the  above  orders  are  as 
follows  : — 

Distributors  with  retail  dairy  premises  in  the  town  3 

Distributors  with  no  retail  dairy  premises  in  the  town  4 

— 7 

Retail  purveyors  of  bottled  milk  only  30 

All  premises  continued  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  Informal  action  had  to  be  taken  in  one  case  to  secure 
redecoration  of  a dairy. 

With  the  operation  of  new  regulations  from  the  1st  October, 
1949  the  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  cancel  the  registration  of 
two  dairy  premises  in  the  town.  In  one  instance  only  a small 
proportion  of  loose  milk  was  sold  and  in  the  other  case  all  milk  sold 
was  undesignated  loose  milk.  No  objections  were  made  and  both 
purveyors  changed  over  to  bottled  designated  milk. 

Only  a very  small  quantity  of  ungraded  milk  is  now  on  sale 
in  the  Hart  Station  area. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949. 

Licences  granted  under  these  orders  are  as  follows  : — 


Dealers’ 

Licences 


Supplementary 

Licences 

2 

2 

1 


T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk 


7 

7 


Pasteurised  Milk 
Sterilized  Milk 
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Both  the  T.T  Pasteurised  and  Pasteurised  milk  on  sale  in  the 
town  are  each  derived  from  3 sources  and  the  supply  position  and 
the  quality  was  well  maintained. 

Purity  of  Milk  Supplies — Bacteriological  Examination. 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  : — Out  of  12  samples  submitted  for 
examination  only  2 failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  blue  test  as  to 
adequate  keeping  quality  and  none  failed  the  Phosphatase  test  as  to 
efficiency  of  pasteurising. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : — Out  of  12  samples  submitted  none  failed 
the  Methylene  blue  test  and  only  1 failed  the  Phosphatase  test. 

A representative  number  of  samples  were  school  milks. 

Sterilised  Milk  : — 2 samples  submitted  satisfied  the  prescribed 
tests. 

XJndesignated  Raw  Milk  :■ — 9 samples  were  submitted  for 
examination  of  which  6 satisfied  the  test  for  accredited  milk  (a  des- 
ignated standard).  3 samples  which  failed  the  Methylene  blue 
keeping  quality  test  were  from  one  producer. 

Presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli — 5 samples  of  graded  milk  and  3 
samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  for  animal  inoculation  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle.  All  were  negative. 

Producers  were  always  advised  in  writing  of  any  unsatisfactory 
sample  results  but  it  can  still  be  said  that  the  standard  of  milk 
produced  and  on  sale  within  the  Borough  is  very  good  indeed. 

Ice  Cream. 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  3 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  27 

4 premises  were  registered  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  2 premises  for  its  manufacture. 

One  new  dairy  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  was  built 
during  the  year. 

All  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  were  using  a cold  mix  and  all 
the  necessary  equipment  was  provided  to  comply  with  the  Heat 
Treatment  Regulations, 
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Practically  the  whole  of  ice  cream  on  retail  from  shops  is  pre- 
packed but  mostly  in  bulk  as  sold  from  vehicles.  Vehicles  were  well 
fitted  out  and  maintained. 


Purity  of  Ice  Cream — Bacteriological  Examination. 

A total  of  26  samples  were  submitted  from  9 producers,  17 
samples  being  from  the  3 local  producers  ; owing  to  the  large 
number  of  outside  producers  whose  ice  cream  is  on  sale  in  the  town 
it  is  only  possible  to  take  occasional  samples  of  their  products. 
Each  producer  is  advised  as  to  unsatisfactory  samples  but  no 
follow-up  action  is  possible  in  respect  of  samples  produced  by 
outside  producers. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  examinations  : — 

Provisional  Grade  Total 


Producer  A 

I II 

Satisfactory 

2 2 

III  IV 

Unsatisfactory 

— 1 

Samples 

5 

Producer  B 

1 

3 

1 

— 

5 

Producer  C 

2 

2 

1 

2 

7 

Miscellaneous 

4 

1 

3 

1 

9 

9 

8 

5 

4 

26 

It  is  recommended  that  in  interpreting  the  results  over  6 
months  50%  of  the  samples  should  fall  into  Grades  I and  80% 
into  Grade  I or  II. 


Quality  Sampling  of  Ice  Cream. 

A total  of  16  samples  were  submitted  to  the  public  analyst 
and  one  producer  (C)  had  3 samples  that  failed  to  give  the  minimum 
fat  content  of  2.5%  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  entitle 
the  producer  to  additional  sugar  allocation.  Copies  of  all  results 
were  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  following  table  showed 
the  average  quality  of  ice  cream  produced  by  each  producer 


Producer  A 

Fat 

6.27% 

Sugar 

13.41% 

Producer  B 

Fat 

5.86% 

Sugar 

12.67% 

Producer  C 

Fat 

3.50% 

Sugar 

12.16% 

Excepting  for  one  producer  the  purity  and  quality  of  locally 
produced  ice  cream  was  satisfactory,  the  quality  standard  showed, 
in  particular,  considerable  improvement  over  the  year.  The 
average  fat  contents  of  ice  cream  sampled  are  much  nearer  the 
suggested  minimum  standard  than  they  were  last  year  and  thus  the 
public  are  obtaining  better  value  for  money. 
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No  information  is  available  as  to  whether  the  Ministry  of 
Food  took  any  action  against  the  producer  where  ice  cream  was 
very  sub-standard  in  fat.  This  producer,  who  also  had  a number 
of  bad  samples  with  regard  to  purity,  built  new  manufacturing 
premises  during  the  year. 

Food  Preparing  Premises — Restaurants,  Kitchens,  etc. 

Catering  establishments  in  this  town  fall  into  two  categories, 
permanent  and  temporary  premises  for  summer  season  ; all,  however, 
were  subject  to  routine  inspection  and  particularly  so  during  the 
summer  months. 

No  specified  measures  have  been  taken  in  the  way  of  Clean 
Food  Campaign  etc.  but  during  the  year,  as  a result  of  a decrease 
in  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  property  repairs  owing  to  continued 
good  weather,  inspections  were  put  in  hand  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  sec.  13  of  the  Act  in  respect  of  all  categories  of  food  preparing 
premises.  By  the  end  of  the  year  requisite  notices  had  been  served 
in  respect  of  all  classes  of  premises,  excepting  provision  shops,  as 
indicated  below.  Owing  to  exceptionally  bad  weather  in  November 
and  December  inspections  of  provision  shops  had  to  be  discontinued 
in  favour  of  property  repairs  but  it  is  hoped  to  complete  this  work 
early  in  the  new  year. 

Advice  was  given  to  all  catering  establishments  as  to  the  use  of 
approved  detergents  and  sterilising  agents  in  lieu  of  miscellaneous 
commodities  in  use  ranging  from  disinfectants  to  soda  ; one  large 
industrial  establishment  was  persuaded  to  instal  a washing-up 
machine. 

The  Council  agreed  to  adopt  the  Model  Byelaws  as  to  Handling, 
Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  food  but  they  had  not  been  approved  by 
the  year  end. 


Action  taken  in  respect  of  hot  water  supply,  etc. 


Class  of  Premises 

Total 

No. 

Notices 

Served 

Done 

In  hand 

Catering  Establishments 

*26 

3 

2 

Bakehouses 

12 

4 

1 

3 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

12 

4 

— 

4 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

3 

3 

2 

1 

Totals 

53 

14 

3 

10 

* Private  17  ; Industrial  6 ; Schools  3, 


Other  nuisances  remedied  by  informal  action  : — 

Rubbish  accumulation  5 Redecorate  4 

Structural  defects  4 Defective  floor  covering  2 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Routine  inspections  of  factories  during  the  year  gives  rise  to 
little  comment. 

During  the  year  North  Eastern  Trading  Estates  Ltd.  rectified 
defects  existing  in  the  design  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  to 
factories  on  the  Trading  Estate — generally  the  provision  of  inter- 
vening ventilated  spaces  between  sanitary  accommodation  and 
work  rooms. 

Discussions  took  place  during  the  year  with  representatives 
of  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive,  who  own  all  timber 
storage  grounds,  and  various  types  of  timber  importers  as  to  the 
modernisation,  where  possible,  or  improvement  of  sanitary  accom- 
modation throughout  the  dock  area.  Proposals  had  been 
formulated  by  the  year  end. 


Details  of  inspections  carried  out  and  defects  discovered  are 
indicated  in  the  following  table  : — 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sections 

2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorites 

15 

11 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

68 

61 

7 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-wor- 
kers’ premises 

10 

4 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

93 

76 

8 

— 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

which 

Particulars 

Referred 

prosecutions 

Found  remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  .... 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  insufficient 



— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

10 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offen- 

ces relating  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

8 

11 

— 

2 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April  and  conferred 
powers  on  this  authority  to  deal  with  infestation  by  rats  and  mice, 
powers  previously  vested  in  the  County  Council  though  delegated 
powers  had  been  operated  since  1943  under  the  Infestation  Order — 
a war-time  measure. 


Little  arose  which  calls  for  comment  though  areas  of  derelict 
property  in  the  town  proved  troublesome  but  these  areas,  as 
reported  elsewhere,  are  gradually  being  cleared  up  and  redevelop- 
ment of  some  of  the  sites  will  be  in  hand  in  another  year.  Infest- 
ations generally  were  of  a sporadic  nature  and  Ministry  of  Food 
control  measures  are  operated. 
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Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  Area 

Analysis  of  Column 
(iv) 

in  whi< 

;h  infesta- 

tion  was 

Number  infesl 

:ed  by 

Type  of 

Notified 

Other- 

Recorded 

Rats* 

Property 

Total 

by 

wise  dis- 

(total of 

— 

— 

Mice 

Occupier 

covered 

(ii)  & (iii) 

Major 

Minor 

only 

(i) 

(ii) 

(hi) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vh) 

Local  Authority’s 

Property 

38 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Dwellinghouses 

4790 

62 

106 

168 

7 

161 

21 

Business  Premises 

377 

19 

— 

19 

1 

18 

8 

Agricultural  Property 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

5209 

81 

108 

189 

10 

179 

29 

Types  of  infested  areas  dealt  with  are  as  below  : — 


Industrial  Premises 
Tips 

Allotments 

Hospitals 


2 Provision  Shops 
1 Business  Premises 
1 Restaurants 
1 Places  of  Public 
Entertainment 


5 

1 

4 

4 


F.  W.  Mason,  53  Southgate,  Hartlepool. 


